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THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

DATE: June 29, 2022

TO: The Honorable Ty Prause
Colorado County
P.O. Box 236

400 Spring Street, Rm. 107
Columbus, Texas 78934

SUBJECT: Letter of Determination - Request for Extension under Texas
Government Code, Chapter 418.108 (i) Regarding Fireworks

Dear Judge Prause:

The Texas Division of Emergency Management is in receipt of your request for an
extension under Chapter 418.108 (i) of the Texas Government Code.

After a review of the Texas A&M Forest Service Wildfire Danger Assessment,
Colorado County meets the necessary thresholds to warrant a fireworks restriction
that exceeds the restriction authorized by Local Government Code Sec. 352.051.

Your request for an extension has been approved by the Office of the Governor and
is hereby granted.

Please contact me at 512-424-2443 or Marty Penney, Division Chief at
512-424-2208 should you have any questions.

Sincerely, Z

W. Nim Kidd, MPA, CEM

Chief — Texas Division of Emergency Management
Vice Chancellor for Disaster and Emergency Services
The Texas A&M University System

1033 La Posada Dr Ste 300 Austin Texas 78752
24 Hours: 512-424-2208
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Culoradds County, Teavas

Ph. (979) 7322604
TY PRAUSE Fax (979) 732-9389
County Judge Email: ty.prause@co.colorado.tx.us

P.0. Box 236
400 Spring Street, Rm. 107
Columbus, Texas 78934

June 24, 2022

The Honorable Greg Abbott
Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711-2428

Dear Governor Abbott,

Colorado County is experiencing extreme drought conditions, and these conditions are projected
to continue through the July 4™ holiday period. Due to these conditions, it is imperative that we
take action to protect the lives and property of the citizens of our county.

As Colorado County Judge, I have signed a Declaration of Local Disaster due to extreme drought
conditions on June 24, 2022. The declaration and order ban the sale and use of all fireworks in
the unincorporated area of Colorado County. The declaration will be submitted to the Colorado
County Commissioners Court, as required by Government Code 418.108, to consent with the
County Judge’s declaration. This ban does exceed the restriction authorized by Section 352.051
Local Government Code; therefore, as required by 418.108 of the Government Code, 1 request
that Governor Abbott extend the period prohibiting the sale and use of all fireworks beyond the
60-hour period.

Please notify my office if there is further action needed.

Sincerely,

POST

Colorado County‘ Judge 0032 1 6
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TEXAS A&M

4 FOREST SERVICE

In accordance with request from the Texas Division of Emergency Management, and the Office of General Counsel,
Office of the Governor, the Texas A&M Forest Service (TAMFS) is asked to verify the following information in
implementing procedures for consideration of a county’s request for extension for local declaration of disaster.

1. County has an Average Keetch-Byram Drought Index of 575 or greater.

2. Fire occurrence for previous 14 days. Local Fire Department occurrences are dependent on fire departments
reporting to Texas FireConnect (fireconect.tfs.tamu.edu).

3. Current drought intensity. Drought implies an increased availability of dead and live fuels that will contribute
to combustion. Increased fuel loading will increase fire intensity, increase the rate of spread and generally
increase a wildfire’s resistance to control.

4. Burn bans are enacted at the local level, and the burn ban map is updated daily as the TAMFS is notified by
local jurisdictions.

5. Ifthe above criteria is not met and special circumstances are cited, provide supporting documentation if
possible, to assist with validation/support of special circumstances cited.

a 6/24/2022

O , a request was received from the State Operations Center for verification of above criteria for
Colorado County. The Texas A&M Forest Service verifies criteria for the county as follows:
1. Meets KBDI average criteria: Yes U No KBDI 683
2. Reported 14 day fire occurrence:
TAMFS 0 fires for 0 acres
. 0 0
Local Fire Departments fires for acres

3. U.S. Drought Monitor intensities present in county:

DO (Abnormally Dry) D1 (Moderate Drought D2 (Severe Drought) [
D3 (Extreme Drought) [ D4 (Exceptional Drought) None
4. Is county currently in a Burn Ban, that has been reported to TAMFS: Yes [ No

NoD

5. Special considerations for increased fire potential: Yes

a. Special Circumstance:



6/24/2022
Submitted to the SOC on:

Created by: _Emergency Operations Center
Texas A&M Forest Service
200 Technology Way, 1162
College Station, TX 77845
979.458.7306

Attachments: 1. KBDI
2. U.S. Drought Monitor Intensity Map
3. Reported Burn Ban Map
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U.S. Drought Monitor June 21, 2022

(Released Thursday, Jun. 23, 2022)

Texas Valid 8 a.m. EDT

o i e
‘ﬁ_
R
Jhﬁ‘"""""‘\n..
N Intensity:
§ Mone

DO Abnormally Dry
D1 Moderate Drought
D2 Severe Drought
D3 Extreme Drought

BRAC[

D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
nformation on the Drought Monifor, go fo
htips:#droughtmonitorun! edus/About aspy

Author:

Adam Hartman
NOAAMWS/NCEP/CPC

e

USDA @
il s _m;'

o

droughtmonitor.unl.edu



OUTDOOR BURN BANS

June 24, 2022

4 TEXAS A&M

FOREST SERVICE

Counties without Established
Burn Bans

Counties with Established
Burn Bans
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DISCLAIMER

County burn ban orders are established by county judges

and/or county commissioners' courts. Texas A&M Forest

Service is not responsible for establishing or removing

burning bans. Texas A&M Forest Service is updating and
displaying this information daily as a public service.

For more information please contact your
local county judge's office or county website.
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RED FLAG WARNINGS: www.weather.gov
Additional map formats available at https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/Burnbans/

burnban@tfs.tamu.edu

Counties with Burn

Anderson
Andrews
Angelina
Aransas
Armstrong
Atascosa
Austin
Bandera
Bastrop
Baylor
Bee

Bell
Bexar
Blanco
Borden
Bosque
Brazoria
Brewster
Briscoe
Brooks
Brown
Burleson
Burnet
Caldwell
Calhoun
Callahan
Carson
Castro
Cherokee
Coke
Coleman
Colorado
Comal
Comanche
Concho
Coryell
Crane
Crockett
Crosby
Culberson
Dallas
Deaf Smith
DeWitt
Dickens
Dimmit
Donley
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Edwards
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Matagorda
Maverick
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Midland
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Mitchell
Moore
Navarro

Bans:161

Nolan
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Orange
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Pecos
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Potter
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Randall
Reagan
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Scurry
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Travis
Trinity
Tyler
Upshur
Uvalde
Val Verde
Van Zandt
Victoria
Walker
Waller
Ward
Wharton
Wheeler
Wilbarger
Williamson
Wilson
Winkler
Wise
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